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FOR SALE
Balingup Heights Hilltop Forest Cottages 

One of the landmark tourist accommodation businesses, on one of the most iconic towns 

in the South West of WA. With truly seductive views, we have to leave it to your own eyes  
to behold.....
 

The six cottages, all with a private rural view from the hilltop bush portion of this 18.7ha property 
could not be replicated in todays planning framework. Currently achieving near perfect occupancy, 

the potential for further expansion on the cleared portion is limited (within reason) pretty well only 

by your imagination. 

Balingup Heights Hilltop Forest Cottages is offered for sale as a Going Concern with future bookings 
in place and all physical and intellectual property relating to operation, marketing and promotion 
to be included in the sale.

Being zoned Tourist, there is a planning framework which recognises the importance and legitimacy 

of accommodation facilities such as Balingup Heights Hilltop Forest Cottages. 

The six cottages currently target Couples Retreat and Family Getaways however with the 
Bibbulman Track winding through Balingup, a location on the famed Balingup-Nannup Road and a 
developing cycling and mountain bike network evolving, this property is brilliantly located to 

capitalise on the adventure and eco-tourism trend we are currently experiencing. 

https://www.bibbulmuntrack.org.au/trip-planner/track-sections/balingup 

https://www.donnybrook-balingup.wa.gov.au/news/media-release-shire-supports-spotlight-on-

trail-town/273 

As a personal Tree Change location, it would be disingenuous to describe this as anything other 

than virtually unbeatable in the south west area of WA. The views literally look down over Balingup 

townsite in an almost commanding manner and further take in the hills and valleys to the north and 

east. 

We’ll let the website do the talking, however the reality is better than the photos and the changing 

seasons act like a slideshow. 

https://www.balingupheights.com.au/ 
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The existing managers house, tastefully built from stone and nestled into the hillside could easily be 

converted into further tourist accommodation with numerous other homesite choices available if 

you wished to build your dream “forever home” with a healthy business for a family member. 

The awards and reviews sing a louder tune than we as Agents can do. Suffice it to say “We take great 

pride in being appointed to sell such a beautifully run and iconic” 

https://www.balingupheights.com.au/past-guest-comments/ 

 https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Hotel_Review-g488326-d2349642-Reviews- 

For Further Details Contact: 

Joe White :0417 939 715

Rob Farris :0418 956 700
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Joe White 

Joe Whites three decades of experience selling all classes of 

properties in the South West ensures your place will be 

managed and marketed with skill, good judgement and polite 

professionalism.  

Whilst relaxed and approachable, Joe’s in-depth knowledge 

carries a level of sophistication our market demands, given the 

range of properties we deal with on a day-to-day basis.  

Whether putting an elite multimillion-dollar beachfront home to Auction or Tender, guiding first 

home buyers through the complexities of building, managing residential commercial and industrial 

properties, advising on town planning schemes, conservation, bushfire or development potential, 

Joe’s vast experience has you in the safest hands possible.  

Rob Farris 

Rob has over 40 years selling experience including 13 years as 

a Licensed General Auctioneer and Livestock Representative 

travelling to most rural areas in Western Australia and in 

particular the South West and the greater Dunsborough and 

Margaret River Region. 

In 2003 he moved to Dunsborough to work in the Real Estate 

industry selling residential and rural properties for 2 years.  

Whilst being based in Perth for 13 years he has sold 

residential, rural and commercial properties in most major 

centres of Western Australia from Karratha in the north, to Dunsborough and Margaret River in the 

south combined with commercial and retail leasing in Perth. 

Rob has seen the area evolve and the market grow from strength to strength. Rob has now been 

with JMW Real Estate for 3 years selling in the greater Dunsborough region.  

His selling capabilities and family real estate history are well known in the industry and his 

experience includes selling properties ranging from $50,000 to $23,000,000. 
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Be 
Hugged 
By Nature

Located in the heart of the south west of  Western Australia and high in a
hilltop forest  is a magical 46-acre natural bushland property. Six cosy fully

self-contained bush Cottages are set apart for privacy, each with spectacular
views overlooking the valley below.

Balingup Heights Hilltop Forest Cottages is a multi award winning,

family run, 4 star accommodation property in the village of Balingup.  
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Spectacular views

•	 3 x one bedroom fully self
contained Cottages each sleeping
1 – 3 people
•	 3 x two bedroom fully self
contained Cottages each sleeping
3 – 6 people
•	 Rusty country charm and
lovingly furnished for complete
comfort
•	 Cosy wood fires and reverse
cycle air conditioning
•	 Well equipped kitchen and
open plan living area
•	 Spacious balconies including
your own BBQ

About the cottages

Be hugged by nature! The perfect Australian bush experience with 6 cosy Cottages dispersed
throughout a peaceful hilltop forest. Couples, families and small groups all find privacy and
relaxation at Balingup Heights Hilltop Forest Cottages.
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6 fully 
c

Breakfast hampers, pre-prepared
meals, pack lunches and home
delivered meals available
Attractive short and long stay rates
24/7 reception
COVID-19 policy and procedures
implemented
25 acres of native Jarrah & Mari 
 hilltop forest to explore
Private lookouts to take in the
expansive views
Walk trails and wild flower hotspots
Pick chestnuts  in season
Photography, star gazing and bird
watching
Farm animal feeding and native
animals

About Balingup Heights

Take in spectacular views, enjoy stunningly fresh air and huge expanses of blue sky.  Relax at
the private lookout overlooking lush fruit orchards, native bushland and the magical town of
Balingup below. At night, clear skies give stargazers an awe-inspiring view of the constellations.
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  P.O. Box 400 Balingup WA 6253
info@balingupheights.com.au

+61 (08) 9764 1283

Centrally located in the heart of the south west of Western Australia.
Explore the beautiful Blackwood River Valley with its lush rolling hills, and the charming
historic towns of Balingup, Bridgetown and Nannup. 
Discover boutique wineries and cideries. Meet the winemakers. Food and wine lovers will
be tantalised by the array of local gourmet products on offer throughout the region. 
Explore the myriad of art and craft galleries, meet the artists as they ply their trade.
Just over an hours’ drive to nearby iconic attractions including Bunbury Dolphin
Discovery Centre, Busselton Jetty, the Margaret River wine region and the ancient forests
of Pemberton!

Balingup Heights Hilltop Forest Cottages
65 Balingup-Nannup Road, Balingup, WA.

About the region

No.1 
on 

Tripadvisor 
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2021 - Travellers Choice
Award Tripadvisor
Gold - 2019 Australian
Tourism Awards
Gold-2019, 2018, 2017 WA
Tourism Awards
WA Tourism Awards Hall of
Fame
2019 Winner-South West
Small Business Awards-
Business with 0-4 Employees
2019 Tripadvisor Hall of Fame
- Certificate of Excellence
Bronze - 2018 Australian
Tourism Awards
Silver-2016 WA Tourism
Awards
2018/2017/2016 South West
Small Business Awards-
Winner various categories
-‘Business 0-4 Employees’,
‘Tourism’, ‘Customer Service’
and 'Environmental'.

Awards, Reviews & Socials

Awards Reviews
No. 1 on Tripadvisor with over
420 five star reviews
Over 85 five star reviews on
Google My Business
99% Global Review Index with
Review Pro
Airbnb Superhost - 36 five
star reviews

Social Media
Over 3,500 Facebook
followers
Over 2,400 Instagram
followers
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BALINGUP HEIGHTS HILLTOP FOREST COTTAGES  

. . . . A BRIEF HISTORY 

The original owner of the property we now refer to as Balingup Heights, was given the land as a 

resettlement block. By all accounts the terrain was fairly impenetrable. Dense bush and the steepness 

of the hill made only the lower slopes usable. The original plot of some 200 acres, ran across Nannup 

Road down to the Balingup Brook. 

 The second owners, the Blythe family, developed the property as a dairy farm, planting fruit orchards 

and other crops. Their buttermilk was sold to The Cheese Factory in Balingup from 1935 onwards. 

The Blythe family reluctantly sold the property in 1956. A local farming family took over the property 

and we understand that they cleared the remaining slopes for cattle grazing. 

Sadly, the beautiful jarrah homestead which was located near the persimmon orchard at the base of 

the hill was destroyed during this period.  Some of the diehard plants from the original garden still 

flower from one season to the next, and include wild dog roses, jonquils and lilies.  The horses enjoy 

the shelter of the vast Cyprus Pine trees, which are constant reminders of how it may have been 

years ago. 

Further reminders of the original homestead are still present.  Old water storage units and copper 

piping run down from the elevated natural deep water spring located halfway up the hill directly 

above the Cedar trees.  Known as The Frog Hole, it provided pure spring water to the original 

homestead.  

The property was again sold in 1978 to Mr and Mrs Hepton. They painstakingly accessed the top of 

the hill and built the stone farmhouse you now see. In the early nineties, they embarked on a new 

venture offering adventure tours to the burgeoning Asian tourism market. Success led them to add 

the five Cottages in 1993 which were originally named Brookland Valley Cottages.  The Asian market 

crashed in 1996/97 and sadly the accommodation business suffered as a result.  

Having emigrated from the UK, Chris and Kethrine Spence ventured into the south west for a 

weekend getaway. They stayed in one of the Cottages up here on the hill and fell in love with 

Balingup’s tranquillity and dramatic landscape. They moved down in July 1998 and over the next ten 

years worked to enhance the property. Deciding it was time for a change, they placed the property 

on the market.  
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Deb & Brian Vanallen had lived in WA since late 1987, and during this time had enjoyed numerous 

holidays throughout the beautiful south west. These getaways ranged from group holidays with 

friends, to luxury weekends escapes ‘before children’, adventure treks through several of the national 

parks, and ‘farm stays’ when their girls were young. On returning from each of these many and varied 

trips, feeling refreshed and energised, they would slot back into the City mayhem often pondering 

the possibilities . . . “wouldn’t it be great to live down south!” 

Balingup Heights offered Deb and Brian the ‘tree change’ they were chasing. They too fell in love with 

the uniqueness of the property, seeing many opportunities to enhance ‘The Heights’. They moved 

into Balingup, taking over Balingup Heights Hilltop Forest Cottages with their two children Asha and 

Mia, aged 9yrs and 6yrs at the time, in September 2009.  

After successful careers in Perth, Melbourne and Sydney, Balingup Heights provides Deb and Brian 

many a new challenge. Previously Deb had worked in facility management, having been Centre 

Manager at Perth’s historic Beatty Park Leisure Centre and prior to that as Manager of Craigie Leisure 

Centre. She has also lectured in sports and event management. Brian’s background is in marketing 

and event management, having worked with companies such as SGIO, LotteryWest and the RAC, 

managing the RAC Centenary in 2005. Brian’s event experience also includes managing a world 

championship sporting event. 

Balingup is a diverse and vibrant community and has warmly welcomed Deb, Brian, Asha and Mia 

into their extended family. With their experience in event management, Deb and Brian have also 

enjoyed getting involved in several events and community groups in the Balingup region. They 

continue to learn about life on a rural property and can tell many a funny story about ‘learning on 

the job’!  

 

Deb and Brian have completed significant improvements and infrastructure upgrades over the last 
twelve years. Their approach to strategic and business planning, enhanced by best practice marketing 
has resulted in excellent growth in occupancy and profitability for the Balingup Heights business. 
They have focused on maintaining high standards of presentation in the cottages, coupled with 
exceptional customer service. These efforts have been rewarded with impressive growth in repeat 
business and referrals. A range of promotional and marketing innovations set Balingup Heights apart 
from similar accommodation businesses. 
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Cottage Income 

& 

Occupancy 
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Certificate of Title 
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Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup 
Local Planning Documents 
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